It is proposed to provide Chelmsford with a hospital for infectious diseases, but there is some opposition to the scheme, iis the price asked for the site selected??480 for three acres ?is considered excessive by some members of the Local Board of Health, one member of which points out that the town already owns a piece of ground suitable for the erection of a hospital, and therefore does not need to buy another.
The Grimsby Hospital is wise enough to accept subscriptions in other forms than money. At the board meeting held at the end of November the committee had to acknowledge, as well as a donation of ?500 from Mr. H. J. Veal, for the purpose of adding an "emergency wing" to the hospital, several gifts of fish, ice, and meat for soup. It is highly probable that our London hospitals would not resent the offer of similar gifts, and we commend this form of charity to London tradesmen. They would not greatly miss what they gave in this way, and such assistance would be valued by hospital authorities.
Mrs. Katherine S. Macquoid makes an appeal through the newspapers on behalf of the Cheyne Hospital for Incurable Children. The work of the hospital has been hitherto carried on 'in two small houses, 45 officers, the total and average number of beds, the average cost per in-patient per week, the number of in and out patients, the sources of income, the qualifications for governorship, the endowed beds and their cost; with particulars of the medical colleges, the Samaritan funds, convalescent homes, nursing schools, and many other facts of general interest to the public, the profession, and hospital officials. This Almanac cannot fail to be of value and interest, and those who desire to secure copies should at once send their orders to the publisher. Each regular subscriber will be presented with a free copy of the Almanac ; the price to others will be 6d. for single copies, or 5s. per dozen.
We call attention with great pleasure to the communication from Mr. Gladstone published in another column. The subject of scarlet fever convalescents is one well calculated to attract and fix the attention of all classes in the community, for there are few families which have not suffered from the ravages of this fell disease.
Even now the epidemic of scarlet fever in London has only abated, and is, we fear, by no means at an end. In these circumstances it concerns the public to know and to understand that the convalescent stage of scarlet fever is the most dangerous to the patient as well as to others. The convalescent scarlet fever patient is a pepper-box of infection, and in this condition is particularly susceptible to cold, which may lay the seeds of an organic lesion that may prove fatal many years afterwards. Indeed, experience shows that it is not the most severe cases of scarlet fever which usually result in the greatest mischief. Such cases are regarded by the friends as serious, and they take the utmost care to prevent all after mischief. In the mild cases, and especially in childhood, when children are sometimes literally in bed one day and up two days afterwards, there is the greater danger, because it is so difficult to make parents understand that the children are still in a condition necessitating the greatest care if after effects of a serious character are to be avoided. Thus In speaking of the Victoria Hospital for Children, Queen's Road, Chelsea, H.R.H. the Prince of Wales defined it "as good and excellent an institution as exists in the land." Next year will be noteworthy from the fact that it will include the silver wedding of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. These two facts make it singularly appropriate that the Victoria Hospital for Children should hold a grand fete and festival, to be called "The Silver Fete," in aid of its funds, which the board intend to make one of the leading events of the London season of 1888. It is intended to hold the fete in June, and Her Royal Highness Princess Louise (the patroness) has graciously intimated her intention of giving it her countenance and presence. The Board will be grateful to any lady or gentleman interested in hospitals who will send their names to be included in the list of patrons and patronesses. The only liability incurred by a steward is that of subscribing one guinea to the special fund, in return for which a card of admission to the fete each day will be issued. We hope that many of our readers will send their names without delay to Captain W. C. Blount, R.N., the courteous secretary.
